THE RIGHT to hold peace-
ful demonstrations has
been cancelled throughout
London for two months.

A planned Nationas Front
provocation against the
Jewish and black populat-
ion of llford was banned
because a counter-demon-
stration would certainly
have led to clashes between
fascists and anti-fascists —
and (as in Lewisham last
August) between  anti-
fascists and the police who
would have protected the
fascists.

Using the Public Order
Act of 1936, the police and
the Home Secretary, Merl-
yn Rees, decided to deal
with the racist provocation
— by a blanket ban on rac-
ists, anti-fascists, and on
labour movement bodies
alike. The Government and
the police propose to deal
with the fascists by stifling
the democratic rights of the
labour movement. Leave it
to the police, is the recipe!

It may not be for just two
months. Callaghan told the
Commons (Friday 24th): *‘|
regret the need for the dec-
ision,-but | am certain that it
was right. | hope that soon
calm will return to our streets
so that lawful processions
can be held without the risk of
violence, but | fear that cannot
be for some time'’.

Certainly that won’t happen
in two months’ time.

“If he meant what he seems
to be saying, blanket bans will
be used repeatedly for the
foreseeable future.

Chief NF thug Martin Web-
ster threatened after the ban
to put up a National Front
candidate in the Brixton area,
with a large black population,
where a by-election is now
due. A blanket ban there
would help the NF, whose
supporters could organise in
small groups and private
meetings to spread their rac-
ist poison, sure of protection
by police who would have the
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added weapon of a ban on any
black and labour movement
counter-attack.

Webster has also threaten-
ed to march down Ladbroke
Grove in Notting Hill during
the Carnival next August. All
the NF need do is announce a
provocation — and with ‘tact-
ics' like these the police are
set on the NF’s target in the
interests of keeping the peace!

This 1s a logical develop-
ment from events like the
massive police protection
given to Webster on his one-
man fascist march last aut-
umn in Hyde, and from the pe-
culiar concern of variots police
NL;:thorltles for the safety of the

STATE

The labour movement can’t
agree to ‘leave it to the police’
because it can’t agree to place
the political liberties of the
working class in the keeping
of the bosses’ police or of
the British state.

It took‘ generations  of
struggle by the working class
to win liberties like the right
to demonstrate. Our task is
to defend the basic rights of

SPEKE GOES
BAGK BUT PLANS

T0 FIGHT

Trade Unionists at the Speke
no.2 plant of British Leyland
are setting up a joint
committee to plan the fight-
back against the proposed
closure of the plant. A mass
meeting at the plant in one
month’s time is scheduled,
to discuss and decide on
the fight-back plans.

The Speke plant has been
on strike for 17 weeks. At
a mass meeting last Friday,
24th, the stewards rec-
ommended a return to work,
feeling.  that resistance
to closure could only be
organised from within the

plant.

the working class and to de-
prive the racist of the right
to exist or function in polit-
ics. We can’'t do that through
police measures, or through
the Public Order Act. Only the
labour movement, acting in
our general interests and in
the interests of black workers,
can-do it by taking care of the
fascists.

If the police banned the NF
alone the labour movement
would have no reason to
object. But even then to rely
on police protection against
fascism would be a trap. Pol-
ice protection would be with-
drawn when it suited the
bosses, when they feit they
needed to use the NF or some
other fascist outfit against the
working class.

For the labour movement to
demand police bans on the
NF, or hail them as victories,
is foolish: what results is at
best a largely fictitious and
de-mobilising appearance of
action against the fascists,
and usually real action against
the left!

In: tac! .+ :esent ban
maintains the freedom for
fascist and racist propaganda,
minus the right to march
provocatively, by denying

the right of anti-fascists to
demonstrate and march so
that every voter knows that
the NF isn’t just any party.
What is a ‘‘mass canvass’ by
fascists but an insult and
an attack on every Jew and
black person in the area — and
an implied intimidation too?
Under the current ban a rally
to denounce it is banned!

The labour movement
should demand the immediate
restoration of the democratic
right to march and demon-
strate In London — iIncluding
the right to organise and de-
monstrate against racist pro-
vocation,

It is well known that the
Labour Party chiefs are shaken
by the votes which the NF
achieved in last year's London
local council elections. In-
stead of reacting by a vigor-
ous campaign against the racs
ism on which the NF thrives,
the Labour Party has contin-
ued to hedge, continued to
administer immigration laws
which are explicitly racist.
Labour looks more liberal than
Margaret Thatcher on this
question — but fundamentally
it is racist too.

continued on page 3

So the real fight' begins
now. A Worker’s Action
leaflet at the Friday mass
meeting said: ‘“The first
step in the fight back at
Speke is, as some of your
shop stewards have already
said, the occupation of the
No.2 plant. By controlling
the machinery we have a
chance. Without that control
we have nothing.

‘‘Stewards throughout
the Combine, the Liverpool
dockers and many other
workers have “offered their
support for such action,
they do this because they
know it may be their turn
next — something which
workers at the No. One
plant also realise. Leyland
workers have the chance to
fight to stop the loss of their
jobs and the decline of
Merseyside. If they don’t
fight then every worker will
lose out in the end.”’

It is obvious now that the
17-week strike was provoked .
by Leyland management
in order to weaken the
chances of any such fight
against the closure. Last
autumn the Speke workers
were laid off because of dis-
putes at Lucas and Canley.
When they returned to work,
on November 1st, manage-
ment engineered a strike by
insisting  that  manning
levels should be cut with-
out  negotiation,~ which
breaks a local agreement.

GUTS

As soon as the closure
was announced, manage-
ment’s obstinate demand for
the manning cuts suddenly
faded away.

So at last Friday’s mass
meeting the workers had not
had a full pay packet for
months. Since the strike was
made official only just
before it ended, they had not
even received strike pay for
most of the time.

Playing on that fact, the
Leyland bosses have offered
lavish pay-offs if the workers
accept the sackings quietly.
Nothing precise has been
promised yet (and if the
workers accept the closure
and leave the plant, then it
will be too late to complain
about any double-dealing!)
but the press mentions
amounts of two weeks’
pay for every year with Ley-
land, plus money to make up

continued back page




'NEARLY 300 Republican
prisoners of war are enduring

the horrors of ‘H’ Blocks 3 -

and 5 In Long Kesh, ‘B’ wing
~of Crumlin Road jail, and .
Armagh Women’s Prison:
Although -the . British gov-
ernment last. _December sign-
- ed amendments to the 1949
Geneva, convention . which
‘guaranteed Prisoner-Of-War
status to captured combatants,
“7it refuses to apply this to Re-

_ *’ publican prisoners. ]

.. -Martin MecKenna spent 10
“months - “‘on._ the: blanket’ in

Long Kesh and was then re-..

fter a  successful
-Recently he gave &
‘conference where he de-

5 press

" _scribed: the. prisoners' congit-
““jons of existence. - . -

- ‘Republican News’ summed .

‘up. “'Martin... was constant-.

ly .naked, covered- only- by a
,b_lanket. ) :

~ Animal

‘'He was in solitary confine-
. ment all the time, and had
. been -outside his cell.on four

‘saparate occasions for half an
_hour each time during the-10
“‘months. He lived -and . was
treated like ‘an animal.- He
had to wash, go to the toilet,
eat and sleep all in the cell.”’

Conditians did not improve
after the signing of the Gen-
eva convention amendments.

They got worse. :In January -

a -young prisoner wrote -in
‘Republican ~ News’:- *“The

New Year has brought a fresh -

. renewed campaign of harass-
“ment by the Prison Authorities
tobreakus. = . S
““The first indication of this
was when two prison trades-
men arrived from the Block
with . welding  equipment,
the reason for this” we soon
found out. You see, there e,
or rather there was, a quarter
of ‘an_inch gap between the
- hinges of the cell door and the
wall. We were able to catch a
glimpse of ong ancther now
and again when-we went out to
empty - our. chamber pots.
Also we used this small gap
to sing out of. T

crete, with no form of heating

TWO YEARS ago now the

British ~government, ~'a
Labour
ished "political status for

Irish Republican prisoners. -
This attempt to
‘criminalise’ these. prison--

of war.

ers in' Long ~Kesh, the
Crumlin Roas and Armagh

" has produced: a heroic -

response.

““It is thé response of the

‘men on the blanket’.” Re-
i efuse

do prison wor

government, abol- -

- oners in - jail

people against a

: <
ing to the Belfast weekly,

‘‘hreakfast — a hug of iear

‘Republican News', about
300 prisoners are ‘engaged
in this kind of protest.-

The point of their protest

is not to show contempt for’

fellow pris-
on criminal
charges. It is to uphold
the idea that the -republic-
an struggle is the national
struggle of an oppress

their ordinary

imperialism.
Imperialism 'in its thg
arrogance habitually a

empts to deny national

struggles their legitimacy.

brutal

_ in through them’’. -

“‘But this alt ended wh‘en
. the-prison tradesmen weided

. .strips-of ‘metal -on :the doors
to close the gaps’’. -And men -

were :sent -more often to the
Punishment Block. .
“in--the -Punishment Block
conditions ‘are ~even worse.

“The cells are of solid con- -
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. are

whatsoever. There are four or-
five boards screwed to the
floor, which is your bed. The .
cell is unbearably cold —
even in thesummer. ’ .
. ““When you -arrive in the
Punishment - Block three or
four screws take you to a

_cell. All you have on is a blank-

et. The screws tell you to take
this.- off for a strip-search.
You comply with this, which
is very degrading. The screws
then ask you:to turn around
several times while they scrut--
inise yourbody. - .- o7
“'Failure to do any of these .

‘things leads -to unprovoked -
attack. s But [t doesn’t really
matter as_ the screws: event:

ually:strike you some time be-

fore. they ~leave: the. cell.
Punches and -kickings ~from

screws are quite.common. -
“‘When the screws leave the
cell, you -are - left standing
there with your blanket. at
your feet, frozen and nursing
your injuries... - i
‘‘Some men have been forc-
ed to embark on hunger strik-
os because of the treatment

_and conditions endured while

in the Punishment Cells. .
‘. ..{They) are filthy ancient
concrete tombs, which

window which_is too high to
look out of, most of the small.
panes of glass are broken and
the wind -continually howts

For the men n .the jail,
“their only contact with the
outside world is through two
monthly letters - in and out,
which are usually heavily.
censored? .

“Once every 11 days the
prisoners appear before the
Prison Governor. They are
charged with a breach of the
Prison discipline — that Is,

“refusing to wear prison cloth-

es and do prison work. They
are marched one at a time the
length of ‘B’ wing naked, to an
office where a most farcical
Kangaroo Court is held.

““The men take no part in
this exgept to state that they

to WRAMINT ISR AR

- prisen work." ' : S
Governor compietes

‘‘The
the formalities of finding you
‘guilty’ and sentences.you to
the following: three days of
confinement _ta . cell, three

days on Number One diet, -
two weeks loss of remission, -7

d two ~ weeks- logs - of
privilages’*. ™" : o
- ~This is- Number One diet:

“-and two dry rounds of bread:

For dinner you receive iwo
small -scoops - of potatoes

 covered with a ladle of soup.

The evening tea is-the same as

a ~b!anket“§nd their idkedness.

are
‘very, very cold. There is a

‘ :RUC barracks,
immediately “three “RUC men - -
“_attacked him_and began kicking -

Naked

HoWs Wammq (;:)111
. 3} L

breakfast...’’

spiit

" Against the British govern-
ment's inhuman attempts to
- break their spirit, the Repubt-.
_ican prisoners of war have
- “stood  firm _and “refuséd —to"
break. impérialism- with its
““massive paf
weallh

" heroism of th

anoply of arms and
d power ity

Ty

"PAULADAMS

e;,;;v

" Either they are ‘terrorists’,

GERRY McARDLE from Dundalk

was arrested: by the British Army

16.months ago witha friend whilst .
. he was visiting Newry on business

‘He was" taken to. Bessbrook
where- ~aimost

and shouting at him?~

"He was questioned several tim-

es, and during. the interrog-
.ation the RUC=aileged that he
had guns which were found in a
field .near the place he was
arrested. :

Gerry denied all knowledge of
the guns. The RUC tried to force
him to sign a statement accepting
responsibility for the guns. His
refusal to sign a statement of

. guilt resulted in him _being
spread-eagled for hours on end
against a wall.

He was forced to carry out ex-
hausting exercises, such as press-
ups, .running on the spot, and
sitting on an imaginary. chair for
hours.

One interrogator put a-gun to
his ‘head and pulled the trigger
to simulate an e)gqcu,ti.on.- e
a'yielgs iﬂszﬁesmo"gmsﬁzﬂ
SHIPS , FoarEp Yf EitqWASIREM P
aimose until_he . was. senseiess.
On. at - least two occasions ‘he

fainted from the pain. He re-. ..

membered once, while lying on
the ground semi-conscious, being
jumped qn by his jnterrogator

~‘fromthetopofatable. .
During one session of interrog-.

ation, . a. detective .forcgd . two
rounds. of ~ammunition " up “his

“or ‘brutal savages”, ‘or
‘bandits’, or ‘psychopaths’.
Imperialism is never en-
‘gaged in a war but_only
‘putting down disorders’
or ‘keeping the peace’ ..

The ‘men on the blank-
ets’. demand the reintro-
duction of political prison-
ei status. They demand

that the British government .

recognises that it is en-

the British government’s -

Gerry McArdle [loft],

self-appointed _right to
- determine what is-and what

isn’t ‘politics’, what is and”
what isn’t ‘war’, and what
is-and what isn’t a nation

* withr its national rights. -

. The trade union, Labour.

and socialist movement in
Britain. ‘must = show. its

. solidarity ~with- these Re-

publican prisoners of war.

It must protest against their
present -torture.

2aged in a war a ainst the - must fight for the “with-
“ebhcauitist & COMHBNAP | drawal, of . British.s froops

They refuse ta recognise : from Ireland. ¥

And it

and Martin McKenna fright], at a Piess

conference shortly after their release. .

nostrils and... one in each ear,

- then they banged his head around

At one stage blood began to
pour from his mouth. This was
coming from his stomach, but he
was in such a state of exhaustion
that he was unaware of the ser-
jousness of his injuries.

- The depth of depravity his tort-

" urers reached can be seen from

the act they carried out during the

jast interrogation. :
Gerry had his boot removed
while prostrate on the floor. The
interrogator lifted his oot and
bent it .back..until_he.broke ,a
1eapanhivoBersiis, daobl AHSH this
1ferrywaside
Hospital, - whefe™he

- fa - ’

him, -Patrick Livingstone, was SO

*“badly beaten that the.screw.auth: .
. orities refused to accept:him into.

the prison. after he had spenf a

. -week in hospital. ..

After experiencing

{010 odn iBeRdeN 4
mansd dedluipgrNe. - .
spent - four .

ys. T
Gerry’s friend,arrested with 4
".we are held so.long is to accom-

» g this ordeal -
- Gerry McArdle was charaed with -

. possession_of guns. Fortunatety

he resisted signing a statement.

However, he was held on remand -

for 16 months. . o
During this period of time Gerry
applied for bail on four gccasions.
‘Each time the judge refused. .
His case was listed for trial on
three-occasions, and again it-was. .

put off without an excuse to either -

Gerry or his solicitor. o

When . eventually his trial did
begin. the :udno. _girected - that
there was . insufficient svidence
foratrial. - : . ’
oo Gerpydsaig) My case is not.
ango@er are. in

6D rgweid anoH & ve-- -

* “*Some. are: there-as long as |
was. Most men spend at least.one

s

year on remand. The reason why -

modate - Mason’s policy of pre-
tending he is on top of the Re-
publican ‘Movement. because - he

has ‘X’ number. of people.behind . . - o

bars''. -
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' Amngcments for an interim

. welcomed the. settlement, the |

1§

: cesswns to the white supremac-

. in them would have to be ap-

ole have shown that they
willing to make enormous. con-

for the sake of a chance of
. black-

the white minority; any change

proved by at least 78 out of
the 100 MPs. :

It is reported that agreement | '

has been reached ‘in p

on the armed forces and an

amnesty. for the guenlla.u

© government remain, however, a

- stumbling block -aud an tm— g

portant one. : :
- As the F’uncn{ Tmes ad:
nmed “As security “condit-

ions stand, it BbkM—- indeed’

zumptme "
" The Tories  have cautiously

 US State Department has caut-
iously- condemned it, and For-
eign Secretary David Owen has
cautiously equivocated,

The imperialist paliticians are
-walking a tightrope. They want
to preserve the maximum poss-
ible white prmleges, and the
maximum security for imper-
ialist interests. Yet if they get
.+ invalved-in a settlement. whick:

the majosity of Zimbabwe's] .

pcople clearly .will not -tolerate,
then they could lose out by

pravoking a more radical over-

throw of the white racist set-up.
For the: people of Zimbabwe,

xlw wheeling and dealing can} .
mdysiwthem ‘more anid more |} -
 clearly that their liberation must |

. lie in their own hands.

Constitutional safeguards are |
- laid down for the privileges of

& olec )
proceeded undisturbed — a d
vmh 5,000 ' police “protecting
the fascists,

to dofy the ban and. unp

the day, howsver, “thi AN
went a lot further T
cognising that ' remtity.  Thi
ban, it said, was ‘'an import
.ant vlctory" though*
hava bnn muro approp ste ta

mnmaiah the cops.

younger anti-fascists had been
brought- along by the Socialist
Workou Pariy Inunding tol

continued from front page
.. Now, with the ban on anti-
fascist - demonstrations;

by a potice measure to ‘abol-

ish" the polarisation -between °

racists and an_ﬁ-racis&s which

It-would have
- been folly for the ANL to- gy

The result was chaos and dis-

. fs an altempt
" array, because some of the - to- cohbh toqotmr ‘a_broad

E But

the -,
Labaur Government. attempts ..

anti-fascist front with ‘star’

- names like Peter Hain and
Brian Clough and a range of

hassharpened in the last year.
the  fascists won't go

way. ;

If. the Iabeur mavement en-
dorses-the: -Goverament’s. de-
cision- to -‘deal-with' the rac-
ists {and the anti-racists) by a
police measure, it will. find

- HWRY
: voluﬂomry working class pol-

o erp ot

Pmﬂ Halben’ow ‘

4.11 or mmrato Labeur MPs
-But. no-one . -ever - defines
clearly. what the limits of the
saifiance. -are,

¥ oxpcrlcnm

a serious

itics.. Mambers- of the SWP
should insist their leaders.
glve an nccount of themselves.

that the state and police are
strengthened, and civil-libert-

ies undermined — while the
fascists continue to- burrow
away, ready for a deadly
assault - against the - labour
movement at some time in the
future. - : :
Social democratic- parties

" have.often relied on the fict-
ional neutrality of the state

forces, especially the- police,
to protect themselves and the
labour. movement. from fasc-
ism-.- They have often -agreed.

-to destroy some: of :the:hard- . -
Won nghts of the (abﬁur move-

ment -in- order to

‘save the
movement’. N

Anti-Nazi secretary
— and {eading SWPer — -

-who - decides - .
mt aad m 'S who wmﬂn L

fioor’ wlth a kunh blow
the neck; pulled by the hah',
dragged across the - floor;
.had her head banged against
a cupboard; she was kicked,
punemd and: ihrun ‘SCTO8S.

’ &m#n :Plzzn - RTS
Not really. There'is-moreviol: <. = -
ence inside the famlily than
anywhere else. Her exper- T
~lente: mézm -an.extreme ver- e
; ons in many = :
tacade ol e
h uppy«mmﬂodmn S
- The dack.ot-control that wo- . L
4 “men m\m over their lives, and
‘L their- Inferiar position in. soc-
f my, is nﬂoctod in _the fact
J that-men. are stil assumed
; y. over-thelr . - "

case shows, for- many womcn
the haven Iooks lrlqhhnlngly

iike hell. -
CLABE RUSSELL - c

In fact such tactics under- "
mine the strength -and self- S
reliance of,. tne Iabom move~:i, o

“ ment.

Thepouce are gt neutral
and 'if the working -class is .
passive and ‘tooks “like it ..
doesn’t know -how to-defenad . -~ - oo
itself, they are likely to-fean~ - - " il00 o=
towards fascism. The wide- . -
spread racism of the -police -

in_Britain- is already notor-
ious.
Labour movements. — like

that of pre-Hitler Germany —

-which. have relied. on the pat- . -
‘ice to’ protect

them, have -
usually wound up. facing both.
police and fascists. ‘

‘Keong, was. event-

--ually  deported, after  her
.tragic-case made the naﬂonal
* headlines last week.

Her home in Hong Kong
is an attic room 18 x 11 sq

. ft, which she shared with her

| AT %
mment, M5 dnd0 et 16hEswEl Nbe

o ment” "

" elderly father, a- step-mother

who hates her and 4 step-
brothers, one of whom has
twice sexually assaulted her.
The Home Office statement
- sald that ‘‘very careful inquir-
“fes -~ have “failed to - disclose
that Miss  Tam’s circumstances. -
treat-

met by & Bongbmg'l Golarp-
‘worketr ' “who
has vigiied the family and is
fully aware of thie- -Circum-
"stances.”  This statement
was described .by Alex Lyon
‘MP. as an ‘‘absolute white-
‘wash”.

Indeed, it 'was only through

"the 'affom -of the former

AR OLD Kwal Yuk Tam

a b

T
heroin and prostitution prob--

case received so much public-
ity. But there are hundreds
of similar cases which do not
receive publicity. In one sense,

. the Home Office is right -to
assert that the girl’s circum -

stances . are not exceptional,
by Hong Kong standards’ her
' fl is commeonplace.

it Hol mk,athtnamdamdst
W‘ﬁhu@‘a)’e %
"East “after Tokyo is _still a
British Crown Coleny rnled
by a- l.ondon-appolnted GOVer-
R NRS A - .tremendous
lem, the world’s 3rd highest
suicide rate (17 per 100,000)
and one of the largest and most
corrupt Police forces in -the

. ..were
_ sharing each room. In 106,000

ICTIM OF R

. Home Office minister that this

world.

The amount of social wel-
fare Ms Tam is likely to receive
when she is back there can

from the
budget“ﬁgures — 19 million
dollars on Social welfare, comp-
ared to 160 million on the police

*. force. -

The houslng situation is
y allthg Aoqygeestheni’ cblmy 8
9 maaw
1977 " t¢hsus showed that "in
over 218,000 dwelings, there
between 2-4 persons

dwellings there were between

5 to 10" porsons sharlng each .

room.

The Government’s squatter

resettlement. programme  offer-

1970 -

phud! pdguliitcn. ‘The

ed most tenants standard
family units of 10 by 12 sq ft,

on the basis of 24 ft r.
as hal) ¢

adult (children count
Anyone born in Houg Kon
is ‘el
. zen of the United Kingdom and
Colonies’”’. . But -this does
net include the right of resid-
ence in the UK itself! Hon
Korfjgs ol tibhae WV
im r
at least the choice of alfernai
ive oitizenshin which the Faﬂ
Africans have. ]
The fact that Rees has reject-

" ed this application even after

the girls brother had promised
to . support - her financially
4 Britain without burdening

the State soclarscolrity system,

ble to become a “cm- ‘

mw‘ﬁiﬂﬁﬁﬂ of

) "l\‘a

. be .waged with increasing

cshawg how far to the right ™~
Labour Government feels it
has to go in order to accommeo-
date racism in the present clim-
ate. The fight against ALL
immigration controls must now

energy.

Ba"g\gi-i .
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~ as az almost-routine 3-yearly -

’«contnct strike forced on Am-

erica’s 180,000 union coal: .~
the owners’ org- . -
anisation; the BCOA [Bitum- =

miners by

lT BEGAN on Deeembera&h, ,-

FOR TWO decades after

e

“ 'World War 2,’American imp- -
" erialism seemed to be the

“ unchaltengeable master of

inous Coal Operators’ Assoc- .

“iation].

Three years-aga the miners
had to strike for 22 days to gét
a contract; in 1971 it had tak-
en 42 days. This time the own-
ers had built up huge stocks,

They expected to last out up to

four ‘months; and force their

terms on the mineworkers.
The. coal-owners of the

" Appalachians are notoriously

anti-union. Some mines, like
Stearns in  Kentucky, owned

- by Blue Diamond, are defend-

ed against Union. encroach-
ment by gun-toting thugs.

Over the years, the United
Mineworkers of America (UM-
WA), had declined in milit-

. ancy and organisation from g

the time when it controlled
70% of coal productlon and
led US labour’s giant organis-
ing drives of the 1930s and

stood in the front line of the .

wage struggles of the 1940s.
‘Standing on the brink of a
vast - coal boom boosted by
Carter’s energy policy, the
owners planned to break the
back of the union and ham-.
string the rank and file with
suspensions, loss of health

cover, and heavy fines for re- -

fusing to cross wildcat picket
{ines; ‘and ‘instant dismissal

" without appeal for being. on

week itis- the owners
e on the run.:The min- .
2. voting on 4 fotmula
inc ndmg major concessions
forced on the BCOA by the

to mass looting and chaos —

. “night after night after night”’.

Coal stocks have all but run
out in the industrial heartland
of the East, which depends on
coal for power; and there is
no way to force the miners. to

_dig any more.

A spectacular - freeze- up
— with more blizzards fore-

the world. Then the revolut- .

ionary strugge s in‘Cuba and
in-Vietnam, helped by pro- -
test movements inside the.

USA, humbled it. And now

the most deadly enemr
the American imperialists —

" their own working class —

is on the offensive.

alties against strikers and

the scrapping of cost of liv-

ing increases. - - :
Buit the new offer would

still allowcoal besses to pen-

alise *leaders’ of unofficial -

. strikes, and mclude cutbacks;

in the miners’ medlcal

scheme v :
OnMarch 6th tfle miiners -

wnll vote on it, and it seems .

‘possible that they will decide

to continue the struggle for

“‘model for:

ers were mtegrated into the
system’.

' has lurched into crisis, the -
- fight back of the American

assocnatlon‘eand usedasa - .
al agree-
ment, has been reyecte ina .
ballat of the company s -
miners.
Since the late *40s, it has .
seemed that Ameri‘can work-

As the ‘affluent socuety’ ;

workers has been slow start- E
ing. But mth the miners’ - -

= shat.”

rest of the US: ruhng class —-
. panicked by the imminent
- prospects of mass shutdowns
. .- and black-outs *‘like New York

-~ . —'where a freak black-out led

The US coal bosses have

fiteer, wi enf
ﬂ eH}‘wao ’?El’fﬁ’%gﬁgﬁg

{he duratien.ro o

contract shou

HI

cast — has helped the strik-
ers. But most of all it is their

- own fierce militancy that has
.brought the American ruling -

class to its knees.
Trains. carrying scab coal
have been stopped in- Penn-

sylvania, .West - Virginia, and’
as far west as Utah. Roving -
pickets - have toured Ohio,

Pennsylvania, and Indiana
forcmg ‘non-union_ mines- to
In heayily unionised
 West .V

Kentucky was huder Thlﬁ

is the land of the Harlan:

County union - straggles;

where miners at Stearns are.
. still fighting an 18-month

battle for unionisation; and
where on. January 6th a re-
tired miner was shot dead by
a company thug as he left the
picket. ‘

A 100-car caravan carrying
400 Ohio strikers descender
on Kentucky, and stopped any
coal from moving. Mounds of
coal were dumped off their

trucks onto the highways,
" with picket signs stuck in-

.

*. them.~

Virginia, scab operat- -
_ors shut dawn . .frtbout waiting 3
to betold.

v ’ y s
“know what lt ls llka w. urge
: ih. cOai iifners w siay our umn: -

qu

they get what they want in a

. new. contract. Stay sold "and
-you will win”’.

This ‘telegram,
signed by 15 steel union local
presidents from the iron Range
area, expresses the spirit of .
the longest strike in USWA’s
history, which ran a coach and.—

© four lhrough the no-~t o Ex-

‘”F""“"m:f nugotlatlng Agree-

“uent signed secrstly by USWA.
preeident 1.W:Absel in 1973
and upheld by hic successor

~kloyd McBride, barely. elected.

last - year

% - courtroom -aeteat on De-

-‘cember 12th, as -the miners’
: battle opened. Seven Chrysler
workers were: jalled for a week

for contempt of a court tu}une!-
“lon ‘against a mass picket. o}

WMU:Q(‘L'::“ :n-""ﬁg!)u‘;s oIn1I0y asvt n}Plbn “fékst
232,605 eloes 1’. b

929b 29! N
8 b 2o " tent casd for th’é
~ rightto strike 275 ‘pickat anded.

=, 2oide

Koy

the Trenton En"_... plant |aat;

'umul‘r

- The picket had been called in
tolldarhy with four men sacked
-for leading a walkout when tha
temperature reached 130° In

- parts of the piant, The seven

a better agreeme;: The deal

way — Will
vitality and

by RON VANDY

Residents
cleared it away, and the pick-
“ets proudly dubbed themselv-
"es Robin Hoods.

Drivers. were told: to take
.their trucks home and keep
them parked. Those who
didn’t found their tyres slash-

ed.. An . obstinate trucking

company was fire-bombed.
Chapperel Mining = Com-

- pany,:in Kentucky, was stopp-: . ~
 ed-after the office bulldmg

-burnt ‘down; in Clarion Coun- -

;using- a- hehcepter and. tear -
gas.

Rockport, Indlana, was the
last scab outfit in its area left
working. Early in the strike,
scabs drove a Tfront-loading

- truck -into pickets; after the
fight:that followed, the com- .

pany got a court order limit-
ing : pickets to three at any
site. , )
The . strikers - -retaliated.
Hundreds of union miners
arrived at- Rockport Dock.
Three - trucks and two cars
were set on fire, and there
were dynamite explosions.

194 strikers were arrested and

charged with criminal con-
tempt of the court order.
But Rockport had been hit. -

All over the 12 ‘soft coal’
states, miners -have been
harassed by state .police,
company guards, and in plac-
es by National Guardsmen,

armed with guns, clubs and
court. injunctions against

* picketing. They have no strike

pay, no medical cover (where
a day in hospital can set you
back $500), no money at all —
. just government food stamps
worth about  one-twelfth

?:émﬁ theunion pemmn ffuﬂd

~ran dry, leaving 81,000 re-

At

malmang to s
waRaNs  BARREASA W Suaé !VP on

meagre . Federai . handouts.

Veterans .of earlier battles;

many joined the pickets.

e ‘Lnen, after 60 days, Union
President Arnold Miller tried ‘

to sell them out.
He signed a contract sell-
ing the right to local strikes,

e selling the union's own health

were picked out of the picket

atrandom.

sscheme; seling cost-of-living
rises and even selling the un-
ion closed shop, (All nQn-un-,

IR T

i \\,.4'

ﬁuickly '

ty;: Penusylvagia,« 40 scabs B

ere. ‘trapped:: in . their piti—
until . police - -rescued . them;

. wiches, and drove through the

lis 30 asﬁ 31’9 W?
Wafs., -

. mombere that must ntlfy A
contract before the ==zt and”

jon miners work in separate, from a work area they beli "
non-union mines.). “to be especially. dangerous, :
A straight wages' sell-out troduction of Sunday wo

might just have been swallow-
ed, caiculated against the fin-
ancial losses of staying out:
. though even that is doubt-
ful, with the strike visibly
hitting and. the lights ‘going

- out in quumbus and Indiana-

polis. .

But the _right -to strike. is
hterally a matter of life and -
*-death. :Apart from enforce~
“ment ‘of ‘national contracts on
= fecalgitrant: compames, al-
“most all ‘the numerous wild- -
““cat” strikes 'are ‘over: safety.
Strike penalties mean virtually

-no local union - and no un- -

ion means unsafe work. has

Last year, 125 miners were

a new rapid shift rotatie
‘and the sack for six ‘unexcs

"~ ed
month period.

absences’ "in anyf fai

Mxner didn’t daré showr d

his absence, while | #

, §p1kers kept watch, the Colt
-~ cil voted 33:3 against. At #l
- official” count next day,i#

vote was -30-6 against —i #l

. six including Miller; his- vi¢
* president; and: the xhrae
_gotiators.

-~dintelet: woukLﬂnng mie

ever ntﬂed wmetﬁng im

- THE 1974 CONTRACT did nioé

- to be done, and breaches of
) saﬁ:ty t"iegulatlons have to be specﬁytlheﬂghttom'lll:: ins:
eéndured. pit or company. Instesdi
Non-union -miners often #fh ded complicated gricvane
get paid more. But they get . and arbitration procedures; sm
according to 2 Supreme Comrfs
killed and injured faster-and ing, If a contract Includes such
"have . no jOb security. The mu,:bin.ery that constitutes am
" Stearns miners came out for  girikepledge. .
" a union after an explosion at pe.p“etm.pmc.,dm_
the same company’s Scotia which left 6,000 grievances in#
mine in 1976 killed 26 men. pipeline when the old contract:

expired — miners had to take

killed on the job. 14,000 (one strike action 1139 times in 1978
in' seven) suffered dlsablmg ;ng 12:8{3 'fdmesty inlgzmqh
injury. Three quarters of all ederal satety reg 4 OF 8
US retired miners qualify for . ﬂt‘:::mny violations of the

Federal ‘Black Lung’ benefit.

Announcing the deal he had
signed on February 7th,
which conceded most of UM-
WA'’s wage demands, Miller
didn’t mention the anti-strike
clauses. When the members
heard about them, there_ was.
an explosion of anger. ‘“They
gave him the ball and he ran
the wrong way with it’’, was
how a West Virgina militant
put it. The rest just said,
““Shove it — it stinks’’. .

Hundreds of miners hastily
booked buses, packed sand:

‘ aded th : N I H
a Y
leaders and Executive Board

file is ballotted on it — was
meeting to vote on the deal.
There, too, they found the
.contract,
clauses:  incentive schemes
(so far strongly opposed);
a halving of the 90-day train-
ing period for new miners; a
-requirement.’ of - ‘physical
proof of imminent danger

eforse“mmgxs, can_ withdraw. ...

L riar i u.,{)\_ags, FETH ?\:y‘

FK

with ' more deadly -

.

ARNOLD  MILLER _{ righit§

" Ident of the United Minei¥

- night to Washington. They o

has spent $15,000 of "
“travelling to and from-hig
ite  hideaway, the Heatll
Motor Inn in Charleston®’
. ing to the magazine Newswe
it’s unlikely if Milier wiltg
. again in a hurry. After. a:m
betweetrm o4 his.thugs:

terview; a squad of 40-striki
S Was- ormed to-defentifl

, everr union
b ike.to-
aﬁer *!*.s duirageous - cobd
" agreed with the coal: m
would let them sack
penalise focal strikers,..
Milier won office'as: thau
.of the Miners.for Democrag
‘ment, -which “in 197

the 'ight of “mi
discuss and vote-on-any cond
The nfts whnch the:

s W vetwean
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2 that’?, . said

. member. ,
- By now, American industr-
“ialists were getting
.- worried indeed. From the date
" +of any new -contract, union
procedure (ironically, one of
the™ few. ~ democratic
als from: Miller’s. first, re-

one -

technical delays would add up

coal :supplies were - back - to
ormial. - In . some . areas,

;nhmﬁhﬁ

council

very

surv-
forming days - in- office). and- -
to three to four: weeks before .

ockpiles -were down to less,,,

Emﬁrgdncy measures swch
as suspensxon of . pOllutlon'

controls were just palliatives.

Solidarity was - growing in
centres like Detroit and Pitts-
burgh, threatening dangerous
kickbacks if serious violence
was used to move coal or force
miners into the pits (and the
miners themselves, many of
them armed, had proved a

~force to be reckoned with).
. The Taft-Hartley Act, empow- -
_ering the President to order
-tesamption: of ‘work - for ‘80' :
- lose if the stnke went on.
. ﬁnore(L if Carter, invoked it: - . The

days, would most likely. be

at-was toa:-bigi.a gamble.

rz:i
“of sfeel
workers (USWA, UAW,
the Teamsters).

- the coal miners’.

leadership of'John L. Lewis, the
UMWA was at the centre and

“in the forefront of the great
organising drive that. brought

millions of workers into the lab-

our movement, created the Con-

g;mdustrlal Organisat-" 'h
! abd WGilt the great Ufilbhy’
‘auto, and transporg’
an

Then, the miners union

‘spent Its.own funds and sent its.
own organisers to centres like

Detroit and Pittsburgh, to help .

. buiild these unions.

Today, other union leaders

draw on this for a special brand
of fakery. They have talked

about ‘a very special feeling for
A Teamsters
leader told a miners’ rally in
Pittsburgh, ‘‘There isn’t any-
body in Western Pennsylvania
who would be organised today
in- other labour organisations
If it weren’t for UMWA'' —
but he made no statement about
disciplining Teamster members
who transport scab coal. -
USWA President’s assistant
Jim Smith followed him.
““Thera 8 no way our. generat-
ion in the steel mills can ever
fully repay that debt’’, he said,

' LIDARITY
HELPS

IN THE" eaﬂy 1930s, under the.

rallied to the mlners A UAW

Skilled Trades Conference urg-
ed the union to take ‘‘every
possible action to assist our
brothers and sisters in the Mine
Workers" (Yes there are sis-

ers — a handful of women who
“H \ie ykeh ™ the barr- -
g3 d“Wé’ﬁ Jobs’'th the pits).

ln Detrolt once again carwork-
ers are coliecting - for - the
miners.

At Baltimore and East Bay,
steelworkers pledged ‘‘to ans-
wer: attempts to pit us against
coal miners'’ ‘

Elsewhere and as far across
the country as California,
there have been rallies, march-
es, collections, resotutions,
-benefit concerts, and Weeks
of Action. Thousands of workers
have gone to see the film about
the Harlan County < union
struggles, and heard touring
speakers from-the Stearns strike
in Kentucky where miners. are
fighting for union rights.

If nong of the action has been
spectacular, it has certainly
been widespread — and effect-
ively answered AFL-C1O pres-
‘iIdent George Meany’s blinker-
ed, bureaucratic view that the
miners should be sold out be-
cause this -strike may cause
mass Iay-offs

1

sparked - a - great wave of
solidarity).

Rail tra,nsport,, steel, the
three motor gians GM, Ford,
and Chrysler, and a vast array

of other industries and serv-:
+ ices faced chaos and shut-

downs Five ‘million workers
-and with - them billioris of
dollars of profits were threat-
‘ened. Much as: US bosses
-had -to’ gain from a- miners’
defeat, they now had more to.

':~7i(The Iast time it was used ag-  a - tes
: ainst ‘the*miaers,‘ in: 1950, -it ;

also referring to the 1930s.
But rank and

aid to the strike.

A better memory might- be
that of 1950, when a caravan
of Detroit carworkers travelled
"down to Appalachia with food,
clothing, and money conectedf
for miners on strike to bust
. wage
.. ... freeze. The miners, boosted by
Vi euch Welpy stoed’ up to threats L
"~ to fire, fine, draft-and jall strik-.

- -rs, and they won..

. Wlth or without this memory, -

. carworkers have once “again

“Truman’s attempted

file steel-
workers, more concerned with
basic class solidarity now than
fond memories, heckled him,
to. the effect that such a debt
could very well be repaid and
the best way to start was with
a. pledge of definite financial

*is'not worth the paper it’s written
- on unless you can enforce it, Mill-

er went into the negotiations in-

.. sisting he would not present a
- contract to miners unlessithad a
right-to-strike clause. In fact he
did the very opposite and agreed
to an anti-strike clause.
This has now been dropped by
-the owners - their biggest re-
{reat., But it is not certain yet
- . whether miners have won their
" griginal demand, or merely re-
gained status quo.

The biggest voice among the
owners for a no-strike clause
came from those companjes also
owning steel mills and iron ore
mines. The union represeriting
their employees, the USWA, four
years ago signed a no-strike ~

- -agreement, which has been in-

creasingly undermined by milit-
ant Ed Sadlowski’s near-success-
ful Presidential campaign last
year, and by a victorious 141-day
strike by 18,000 iron ore miners
who went back just as the coal
miners were coming out.

lhe Right to Strike

On the prlnciple thata contract -

I UMWA wins the rlght to
strike, that could knock the
bottom out of USWA's sweet-
heart deal.

Cynically, the owners tried to
use the crisis of the Union’s

" health scheme fund as a lever ag-

ainst wildcat strikes.

. The fund, controlled by the
Union but ﬁnanced by company. -
royalties on coal mined and hours -
worked, nearly went bust last
summer. Until then, this vital

galn of the 1946 strike had given
ull medical coverage to 800,000

‘beneficiaries, miners, retired

miners, and families. It subsidis-
ed 50 non-profit clinics. )
After the crisis, payments to

- the clinics were cut off, and min-

ers (and others covered by the
scheme) had to pay 40% of medi-
cal bills, and could be liable for
$500 a year of hosgl‘tal bills.

The companies have blamed
the depletion of the fund on strik-
es, and tried to dress up the strike
.. .penalties (amounting to $20 and
more per day), payable to the
health fund, as compensation for
its lost royalties.

A scab mine guard pumped
six bullets into Mack Lewis, 65-

year old retired miner, as he .

walked from the
Ivel, Kentucky, a

Co. mlno. Lewis had joined the
United Mine Workers in the

icket line at

1930s. Forced to retire with a

back injury 12 years ago, he
remained active in the Union.

The thug who shot him was
taken to a Jail 100 miles away
for fear he wouldn’t be safe
in alocal jail.

iamond Coal.

IT IS 1890. A woman and ten men
have come to Brazil to settle on a
piece of virgin land given by the:

.- Emperor.

. Back home in ltaly, with workers’
and peasants’ struggle burgeening,
they are denounced as renegades
from the struggle. for socialism.
They shrug it off. They have decided. -
to make their own socialism at La
Cecilia. .

They- will live by right of their
freely ordered labour, without pol-

' ice, judges, fences, laws or con-

tracts. They run up the red-and-
black Anarchist flag, sing revolut-
ionary songs, and set to work.

“Who do you work fof?'", ask
gre lq!;&w§ . that a couple sf (he !
‘“We're free of

IGNORING REALITY

UNTIL IT HITS YOU
IN THE FACE

Jean Louis. Comoli’sﬂm La Cectlia’ ’huheenseen at the

Other Cinema [London], and, last Saturday, 25th, on BBCZ
SOPHIA CAPLAN reviews the issues it raises.

as fath and husbmds, whilc
blamin e women for being: boclt-

Repnbixc demandﬁfu 20

l”/ %% ihe men take work in |

i~

" -comes the -grim reply.

5 I b‘l’l’d‘
? a setﬂ@lﬂenﬁ’&wq 189
ﬂd} _provdisidn S5 nomya

/ives go into a hu

g and CW/
‘,,E%round of harsh

" b lh
n;t‘yr%:ols ans"”é?mofnﬂgnqm .

“Qurs was called San Aantonio’’,

t leaders still responsive to the
ank and file miners, and Miller's
‘cligue, which quickly sold out to the

18 “toal bosses, and is now: trying to
B . sqQuash’ ﬁze lid down on. the

' ‘Now, . Mmer comes to Executlve
oam -meetings with ‘as many -as

I1 the bodyauarshe could muster

“Won L Swp the petitions and resol-

utions - circulating the coalflelds '
maﬁdmg Miker! srecall.

bodyguards;-who line the walls 7

And we know La Cec;ha s qoom- :
ed, too.

Wn_lz Some bmldmgs up and the

“tirst-harvest i in; the group’s mentgr—
- Giovanni returns to ‘Italy o Spread

the word. Whz, he comes back
he thiz o< the wives and children

_with him.

At first, everyone is ‘happy.
The colony .at tast resembles a
real society.

We’ve seen Giovanni declace that
of all evils, he'd. choose the instit- -

" ution of the family to destroy first.
And when -the families.arsive,.we -.v..
. .Emperor is deposed and the new

see the men exerting their authority.

work-sog scarcity, family mterests

’begm to vie with communal inter-
ests. Plans are alred to dlvlde up the

) slide,
but declares he will do. nothing to

land.

_Giovanni observes the. -

stop it. After-all, there are no lead-

“ers... Instead, he dévotes his time

to agomsmg over his relauonshxp
with Olympia, the one original wo--
man colonist.

lncreasmgly he talks of the vent-
ure as ‘‘an-experimcat’’, which even
il failure somehow proves his philo-
sophy’that people can live without
any authority,

- The.. pressuresy . build -up. The

Some of . the families dese?
night, taking their share
and grain. It nearly comes to a' f' ight
over this meagre property.

Finally, adother - outside . inter-
vention kills the -colony. Troops
arrive and announce a general con-
scnpnon to_fight ‘rebels’. Forgett-

ing their ideal of a world without °

borders,: they plead that they're
Italians: at . least du{ s uoth‘er
place, which Utopia isn’t.
As.atheme, the futility of utopian
-socialism is an old one, if still inter-

estmg The film is richer, though,

for its ‘portrayal of the interaction
and similarity — how organic, it
doesn’t say — of- anordmmr and
utopumsm :

\5%& 2u]

EAY e ha’oh‘v

‘Whether the ‘loathsome beast is .

a surrounding world of bourgeois
reality. (Ior ‘utopian’ calonisers) or

the necessity of creating.a-coercive . .

--autherity ‘to order a workers’ -soc-

iety '(for anarchists), the reaction -of s
both is the same: instead.of creating - -
workers' . weapons to.deal with the -

beast in a priacipled manner, they
pretend it simply ~doesn’t exist. .

And when they subsequently- come

. face to. face with it; .as-inevi B
they must, they have no pmaplm i
which will-serve their situation, and '
end up. embracing the very thing

. they 'abhorred, l:ke :hg 4-'...» ’

turncoats.
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demanding an ‘end to the
- secrecy surrounding nu-
d:sr enefrg' prosram:pe‘s,
a safe precautions
-under workers’ control
‘argued . that sociaiists
- should not oppose nuclear
power.
68] agreed that much o the
‘anti-nuclear’  argument
has been backward-look-.
ing and- anti-technological.

But, he said, the dugersh
nu

~.associated  with ear
- power are s0-immense that

a demand for safety pre-
cautions -under ' workers’
control - must effectively

- encyahaut;the;dangars of this
.. technology In.the, . hands ofs7;
" . -those who presently control It. -

‘Pete Firmin &WA ‘

UNLIKE PETE Firmin, - |

" pelieve that nuclear power can

- blowing up. Without going’ -~
. - into technical details, reactors -

+can’ and -have been" desigrned -

: »,‘,s;-wtmre-an;;m-.apysiw}y_ imposs-:

. “ible. for ‘an-explesion: to- take .
", ‘plage. SR

= One- bad -US -desiga, -now "~

be.safe. But | also betleve
that there can be no complac- -

C'Firmin exaggerates most
when he talks about reactors.

not used, did meit down leav-
ing' a dangerous radioactive
hulk. An explosion was never
on the cards, however, and
little radioactivity escaped.
Other fallacies about the
dangers of nuclear power
are that the reactors leak:con-

-tinuously,-and that wastes ar

" ‘mean the_blocking of nu-

Ina newcontrlhutlonto

the discussion, DAWN

__EVANS argues that Firmin.

exaggerate
- and that Smith’s conclus-

" jons were correct.

THE WORKERS’ Socialist League
paper Socialist Press (22 February)
‘reports that.the WSL conference on
18-19 _February concluded - ‘“‘fruit-
ful debates... on such questions as
the nature of the call for a workers’
government, on the struggle against
Social Democracy, and on our. attit-
ude to the national question”. -

I reliqns,;how'ever, that a *‘petty

“DOUfgenis Wit Tere somacncy’ fe-

signed from the WSL, It describes’

them as supperters of the Spartac-

ed the dangers;

urat

‘of transporting. ;8

even pumped-directly into-the
sea.: Intact,-the ¥ y
from : one. reactor- is-actually
less than from ‘the same-sized
coal-tired power.

substances irfto the air).’
present no-one Is daft enough-

only -

waste, . L s
‘Humanity has already -pro-

that can survive serious earth-

" quakes, and containers to sur-
- vive air crashes. Accidents do -
~ happen, of course, but geveral
layers of protection can be -
- used. |f one barrier gives way,
alarms will ensure that the

breach is promptiy sealed. .
This method is already used
in the Windscale tanks. -
‘Longer-term storage has not
been perfected yet. All Brit-
ain’s nuclear waste since the
war-ig still stored in stainless

_steel tanks at Windscale: The -

‘alm I8 to keep an eye on it un-
tit - a.-satisfactory sotution ' is
worked out. )

Thirty feet of water can stop
all radlation; but for long
term safety the waste must be
stopped . from leaking and
spreadin?.‘ o

One solution being looked at
{s mixing the waste into glass
blocks: but glass flows over
the thousands of years needed.
for these wastes to become

safe  (old . windows are
noticeably  thicker at the
Vbottom);

-Suppose 4the~problems with &
storage are solved: the anti- .

“'down into the earth’s crust.

= As -for dumping: -even at

‘to.do:that; at ieast.in.countries -
wherg 1l : imimum. of - o

duced twenty-storey bultdings:: PR
_ever, Firmi

nuclear campaigners still say

there Is -no security for the F: B

: jhpusands or millio

gerops ;
~‘But a. time-span
. 20,000 years from -pow
from the. tof

the

ed

Slowly rocks are being pu

d up to form ‘mountains or

These land masses sometimes
overlap with one being’ pushed
) ) carefully

Nuc!ear waatac&utd mn be o g\f“ o mw’?“'ﬁmm”‘w?
thade useful, since it gives ofl .~ {thood mi“.' sy be put

heat.. With -parthquake-proof
bunkers, several tayers.of de-.
. * carefully-maintained -

: gtarms monitored by experts; -

fence,

and “a heat exchanger, you
‘could take a.couple of nuclear
waste glass blocks, put them
in your garden,.and heat your

source woutd be fong

native,. nuclea
also go under the axe AT
For though fusion is a clean

process, producing no danger- -
it gradually.

ous by-products,
turns the reactor radio-active.
Fusion reactors end up about
ten per cent as ‘filthy’ as

fission reactors, but you-gan . -

not tatk in fractions that-targe
with such deadly:stuff. ~ .~

There siill are real nuclear
safety problems — many of

risks than any power stations. -
. What about all the old atom

bombs lying around since Bik--
ini? It Is reported that the Un--
ited States has stored ‘hun- -

dreds . of - second-generation
‘bombs . In tanks, in a sult-
ably remoté place; -
thirty footor so of water.

It is reckoned that they are
now too old and unstable to

" they biow up?

_Even without iha&, there are
““already enough bombs stock-

BRERORESIS Rlild;

ﬁisw(mqndepcrbMdiﬂyimﬁe )

-USA). . eliqugypns to
ngrMBhisygkeuivion ttied tiyarefugees

TN _"e in every
‘other left wing teadency”’, ‘‘won to
its ranks a number of new and naive

. members...as well as a few who have
grown tired of the consistent strugg-
" le of the WSL to turn away from the
circles of petty bourgeois  debate

- and into the fight for revolutionary

leadership in the class struggle”.
Socialist Press says the. tendency

Page6
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had about 20 members.

The tendency’s document, signed

by four comrades, does indeed take
up all the major political positions of

the Spartacist tendency. It
erises

charact-

the WSL leadership as

““Those who capitulate to the Lab-
oudist illusions of the British work-
ing class; who yearn for ‘detente’
with the Pabloite revisionists; whe

~

1 ‘E_E 10¥11 aD "~ .!‘k? L
¢ nisTAH 0o Tagod ;"g La’i"‘?(ﬂf ady no omil 2 ymniWtl
; e mo tapmaitd T LT T e v

SIS

2 \ouisn ot

el

" seek to subefdinate quesw®® of
programme and principle to the --.
petty organisational chicanery of the
‘mass method’... -

. d " ]

It describes the other main Trot-

skyist groupings in Britain; the IMG:
and the 1-CL, as. “Pabloite”” and
“pon-revolutionary’’.

Both the WSL majority and the

pro-Spartacist. comrades . start. out..

the
gramme, even over decades,

look very small. :

Tthe t/SA i putting. Alttle re--
- -gctors Intd.space. These are

designed to-burn-up: wellout -
~of harmis way —- so-thay-say. -

irito orbit.: HKiller  sateitites’
-are.the latest -in a string of
rumours . about.
“Russlan - weapons

“at US defence spending review

. .After “being -instatied -
utput ondy. -

s of this da _
_ llar accident nearly happe‘ned

.- them tnvelving :much bigger .
under -
be moved. So do we wait until

piled to make the wastes from:

“tne 5! g
opinion. Tnc froblem is that they
tend to believe this cax be done by
extra vigour in stating and ré-stauiig

selection of political formulas laid
down by great rgvplutioniries in the
past — while in faci Marxist polit-
.ics. can only proceed through-AD

jargest nuclear ~ pro-

“Now the USSR has foliowed

about - amazing
40 COMS ‘up

time.

These . rumours, . .mostly

. gtarted by the arms industry,

normally resuits in a quest for

~a US equivalent (and increas-
~ed profitsl)  And _satellites

orbiting the earth are tikely to
come down again - often with-

-in a relatively short lifetime.

The recent disclosure of a
.a waste
that

s -aiready ‘had proot .
nger, and that a sim-

{n'the USA. .
" They thought an oid mine

" was-a perfect site for liquid

waste. It was hundreds of
miles from anywhere, with im-

_pervious rocks above and be- .

ow. What they didn’t count on

.was that one. stone :layer ab-
- sorbed - . t
- --gntially 4o -anything alse.

tutontum - prefer-

_An- accidental geiger counter

~_check showed the dump to be
7 jgs_st«:-subaori»tlcal (that is,. just -
olow. - explosion point). So .

concentrated -was: the pluton-

_jum, that it was economic to

dig it back out. ’
in this country -secrecy - is:

- taken to extremes - often rid- .

jculous extremes. . linder the
Officlal Seerats Act; it is illeg- -
al for a nuclear worker to telt -
you ‘where he works, yel-you

_ canread it atany HMSO. -

One . reason  given - for all
this is the danger of ‘terror--
ists’.. They say that the new

fuel they transport. could be.

made into bombs.

from a desire to stand absolutely

i for Muaisi punins agaiiast all

nressures of bourgeois public

‘made into

-.@asy to.make.

-nuclear
.-Brazil, in their eyes, was not

of -
8d . pmmt%

sl uses. of  nuclear energy;

- alism.~ 11t also - means.-
" temporary sacriticing of some
_peaceful nuciear ussge - Yhen

ing .
union defence - force’ under the' -
slightly different label;, ‘Workers .

‘“This is absolute nonsense.
The fuel is far too impure to be
bombs. The only

. raot, South Africa, and
to-mention:but-thres, in addit-
lon‘to the ‘great-powers’. With-- .

such plants, atom bombs-are
Carter’s recent veto on a
Brazillan - re-processing .plant
was not due to any ideas of
' " non-proliferation.

stable enough and anyway did.
not need bombs. And after
lasing German -trade, US In- -

“dustry. stood to_gain by-con-
~tinuing ‘to. supply Brazil with .
nuclear --fuel. (With" a re-- .
tant, Brazil could .

Py
awn

ists’ .eyes. It destroys people

. ‘stowly and painfully but leav-

es property standing:

At many poinis there are
gaps and uncertainties in
what we know about nuclear
power. This only reinforces
the need for workers to know
all the information, what the
risks are and why they are
being taken. The Official Se-
crets Aot and all that it entails
must be scrapped.

We must fight for workers’.
right to veto - the -slightest
danger to their. environment

and health, and for nuclear - -
- industry ‘workers .to veto any
. process which may be quest-

fonable. ..~ . L
We must: gsin control of

stop all bemb preduction, snd
de-fuse- the -large stockpiles:

This certainly means therevai- .

utionary overthrow .of capit-
the

so be it.

ever-renewed critical understanding

of a constantly changing reality, for
which all formulas are only success-
ive approximations. '

The method which relies on fixed

formulas is bound to replace ration- .

al political discussion by the sort of
exasperated accusations of being
weak-kneed or ‘revisionist’ ‘which -
the - WSL_and. the pro-Spartacists
exchange. And, most crucially, it
slways leaves the comrades at s

N v_ _ - l - ‘4 =
 AGU ot bns Am T e i JOIRRL quer
grhliow oy B -1 9itidn U&rﬂhﬂmﬁiﬁhg the

LY ' o & Tweryr e wtionarp pridbiples. th

wanted to defend
One ares where this shows up is

the Irish question, where the WSLis.

notoriously at sea, and the pro-
Spartacist tendency ses self-
determination for Ireland, reproduc-
the Militant call for a ‘trade

_militia’,

ey -

. The neutron bomp has pro= . . .
‘duced a new glint. in capital- S
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THE NATIONAL Foundation for

_Educationat Research strapped
microphones and radio transmitt-
.-ors 0. 201 teachers in 72 -Surrey
secondary _schools, to discover
that-the secopdary teacher works
an average 462 hour week in
-term-time. . )
* - On'an average working day, a

‘teacher spends 315 minutes in the
- ¢class room, works for 62 minutes - -
- during -breaks and-lunch hours,

< and dees another 2 hours 10 min-
- utes out of school time. The total
‘ workin‘vdty Is 8 hours 27 minut-
es, equivalent to a 9 to 6 working
dax with haif an hour for lunch. -
. On _top of this, the -average

. - teacher -worked more. than &

hours sach waekend, and an aver-
_-age of.one hour 40-minutes each

" day of the holidays. This comes.

.. down.aver the ysar to an average
- \uc&kmu ;;ek,o 40 hours.

minutes & day out of -

‘teathers as ‘free -~

peaparaiion and mark-. -
>was recorded’ as 8

ﬁ*gﬁﬂm “suth as:. going
"o the toiiet, chatting secially, or
" Just sitting for a’moment before

‘starting the job in hand.
- when th
worst conditions... And ali this
-took place in 1974, -since which

- ’suﬁn_fﬁirmy:-spﬂngs 16 mind"
ing o

‘time the NFER considers that the

- -work 10ad has increased because.
_"of the public spending cuts. -
N - IANHOLLINGWORTH

-SCOT
FOR

IT WAS the first time in six
years that Sinn Fein had been
:Invited to speak to'a conference
in Scotland on the Irish quest:
ifon, declared a Provisional Sinn
Fein spokes?m addressing 120
people in Edinburgh on Satur-
day 17th February.

The conference was organised

by the First of May Bookshop -

“Collective.

. STATUS

" In the moming a comrade

&lli’;t t;&e‘&‘rlzh'kepubﬂm Soc-
) 1 uu?‘cuat . ztl!ze con-
nuiSg kepression by, the Brit-

3
' il : w0y
- force. 18 needed ‘to- defend. the

and the

' plght of the prisoners In B

“block at' Long Kesh.
- For d:.frlng ‘to ‘demand. the

* economy.

nking of schools with the

LAND: A
RISH SOLI

- vielence. ,

“AS LIVING standards fali,
people are driven to seek out

: Raclalism :ls;
ture. In Scotland
of the reaction to the
crisis has  been - channelled
Into nationalism and support
for the SNP... ]

“The rise of the SNP and
their programme of empty
phrases has led to a call for the
decentralisation and " devolut-
fon of government®’.

"So said the ‘Militant’ tend-
ency's discussion document .
for the Scottish region Labour
Party Young Socialists Confer-
ence held in  Glasgow  on

“18th-19th February.

- So you would suppose that
‘Militant’ would fight against
‘devolution. But no! At the con-
ference ‘Militant’ called for'a
‘yes’ voté in the devolution
referendum. Devolution could
be converted- from boosting
the Nationalists to "socialist -
ends by linking it with the call

, for the Scottish Assembly to

have ‘strategic economic.pow-
ers’ to nationalise the com-
manding heights of the
economy. .- : )

The same. fantasy politics
dominated the debate on the

‘Militant’  were
attacking the Tribunites for

_not planning to nationalise

enough ' monopolies, claim-

.-ing that this shortfall would

lead to a Chilean-type defeat
for the working class, !

We were even treated to a
- debate -on the -mathematical -
. conundrum: - ‘Does 200 top

: mq?noponqs Into 80 key sectors: -

‘Militant’
$ can-

—and ‘wield it for its own pur-
poses’’. - L S

" By missing the point that,
rather than using the existing
state, workers must -in the
course of struggle implement
our own demands through our
own self-oraanisation. ‘Mil-

“verge of defeat. Although it
is true that the nationalist min-
ority in the Six Countles.is
war-weary, the turn-out to the
recent. Bloody Sunday

Derry was the largest for sev-
. eral years. - Yol

The npationalist minority

. will continue the resistance;

as long as Britain stays in Ire-
land, they have no choice.
Most of the afternoon sess-

" . ion was taken up with a debate

between Militant and Workers’
Action on the tasks of socialists
in Britain. Militant outlined
their view that the Irish people

. Should “‘unite and fight for soc-
ax P P-IgA and the UDA
Lo AHOIRInE - the --working
~class and a trade.union defence

working class against sectarian

9 -Both tendencies completely .-
. missed the fundamental point.
. As ~Marx - (whom -

profess to-learn from) pointed:.
--out: *“The working class ¢
. net. simply lay hoid- of - the :
* _ready- made state machinery -

com-
memoration demonstration - in -

.. Bhe Workers’ Action speaker .

itant’ become unable to map .
out the kind of campaigns the

bate on unemployment, where
‘Militant’ supporters opposed
a motion from - Edinburgh
Central LPYS. The mover of
the resolution had pointed out
that afthough we can’t per-
manently ‘get rid’ of unem-
ployment under capitalism, we .
can now fight to lower the lev-

- el of unemployment through

the employed working class
taking action on the demands
for -overtime bans, work-
sharing, - and - the- 35-hour
week, all without loss of pay.

- CURIOUS

The speaker described how
‘Edinburgh Central LPYS had
initiated a local Youth Cam--
paign against Unemployment
group which produces a fort-
nightly dole queue bulletin,
‘Dole Mole’ (circulation 1500),
and mentioned attempts being
made to draw the local labour
movement into the campaign.

The ‘Militant’ dominated
regional committee recom-
mended rejection of the

metion and so it fell...
On racism and fascism the -

‘Militant’ tendency seemed to
~ be totally at sixes and sevens. -

A Tribunite motion from
‘East Renfrew LPYS called for
united work with ‘all anti-rac-
ist and anti-fascist groups’,
but laid down. no clear pro-
gramme for combatting rac-

©ism.” An‘ amendment . from
" ‘Edinburgh - Central = argued
_ that. -the  LPYS campaign. :.
=~ should be based around. the.

demands

T

defence. = - -
*Militant” - supporters ar-
gued against the -amendment
on the curious. grounds that
‘although = you
blacks who - are "defending
themselves against attack, you

.. argue_ for  united “black "and

white .fabour. movement de-
fence’. Edinburgh = Gentral

B Y‘S-had not said any difwferent!

give pedantic lectures to the
Irish p,eolgle on the need for soc-
falism. First and foremost it
is the duty of British socialists’
to fight in the British labour -
“movement for recognition of the
Irish people’s right to self-
determination.

Concretely, this means de-.
fending = unconditionally - the
right of the republican move-
ment to wage war against the
British occupation. '

" Militant’s claim to defend the
right to self-determination is
just so much verbiage. When it

comes to taking a position on
the actual%&ﬁ!hg\ cx:,',’
.Militant’s line on 'the RA i
no- better than that of the Daily

Express.. They -merely repeat

uncritically the slanders and lies
-of the: imperialists ‘against the
republican mevement. .-~

. With their shsurd refigal to
- xecognise the national gquestion

in Ireland, in practice Militant
-are-nothing other than scabs en

- -the - lﬂsh people’s legitimate

"M No platform for fascists; -
. # Fascists outofthe'unions
- M. Support for black selt- -

do .support -

' SCOTTISH YS CONFERENCE

nd sevens

“Militant’ at sixes a

warking class needs now . ihe awﬁf#‘ém
A 19 class neec oW .. - g
1L PAS ShowA TiY thb - de " 2EnBRo ”

" As Edinburgh Central YS .

But ‘Militant’ threw out
and then

LY #50 ot S gt ot

‘Fhat*too " was clirfous’ Two
weeks before, at the London
regional conference, ‘Militant’
had opposed an amendment
calling “for united-front work
against racism and fascism.

The only conclusion that can
be drawn is that ‘Militant’ .
only support united front:
activity when proposed by
open reformists, and oppose
it when proposed by revolut-
lonaries [as at the London
conference].

. The ‘Militant’ majority at
the conference often restrict-
ed democratic debate. This
was shown particularly clear-
ly in two instances concerning
Edinburgh Central YS. - o

They had prepared a docu-
ment in response to a .call
from ‘Militant’ in their major
conference text for ‘a free and
comradely debate on how we
achieve soclalism’.

SLANDER

stated in a protest leaflet,
“‘The Chairperson ruled that
our document was out of order
‘as it had not come from the
Regional Committee. If that
is what is stated in the stand-
ing orders then we are quite

prepared to accept it.

““‘However, the chair indic-
ated that comrade Paine would
be free to make reference to
the documents in his contrib-
ution from the- floor.... Com-
rade Paine, however, in spite

of indicating clearly throygh-
‘out the debatae that he wished

to speak; -was studiously 'ig-

“nored. by -the “chalr - when

‘speakers were called..

“‘It -was. clear. td the chair

that comrade-Paine wished to
offer -a different’ perspect-
ive to the two [‘Militant’ and
‘Tribune’} which- were given -
exclusive rights to speak’’.

- Later, - the. LPYS National

‘Committee. member for Scot-

land, Jane McVeigh, repeated
a rumour which has apparent-"
y been spread far and wide, to
the effect that Edinburgh
Central YS has not supported

D: A NEW START
DARITY

the task of British socialists to

struggle for freedom.
It was significant that in a
conference consisting largely of

. people who were in some way

"active on the question in Brit-

-ain, Militant received not one

-voice in support of their pos-

~ TRIBUNAL

ition. -

A follow-up meeting to dis-
cuss action has been called for
March 11th. Workers’- Action .
affirmed its intention to take
up the fight for Labour Parties

an‘g éé g@nches ln tlidlnb;_m:_ ﬁ
‘on 'g'i.l%dn‘s. nce

agf‘hm:i .(Edmggh Central
as.since vo! to sponsor
the Tribunal).

- Unfortunately - the Militant

:comrade did not reply to this
‘challenge in his sunmming up.
‘1t is to be heped that they will

show a more positive attitude in.

-the future. -

RS
e T

~

mmmwmmamsa%ud
“e39%d :

_ atChantrey nor in Ipswich™™

the YCAU. i S

Suspecting this~~ slander
might  be used,  Edinburgh
central had two weeks pre-
viously passed a _resolution
making clear "their commit-
ment to the. campaign. But
they were toid they could not
read it to the conference:
they should discuss the matter
privately with comrade Mc-
Veigh! :

When they objected to leav-
ing the lie unanswered, the
chairperson threatened them

_with withdrawal ' of delegate

rights.. = . _

The 'saddest indication of
the level of debate, however,
was when the  chairperson
once forgot to give the region-
al_ committee's - recommend-

_ation on which way tovoteona
motion. There was total con-

fusion. The vote .eventually

_had to be taken again after

the recommendation had been

given.
‘ CALLUM McCRAE

NEWHAM.
"TEACHERS

PRESS FOR

ACTION

ONNF

- FASCISTS "on?th'éit .dooistép;, and; - ‘
‘the: National -Union..of Teachers

has told its:members officially to -

... donothing. Well," not quite
nothing, the-guidelines say “the

first thing to.do is to see your .

" ‘union representative, who is ad-
‘vised-to-consult the Head and-re- -

quest ‘him ‘or her to-inform the
local authority’’.

" in addition, the borough NUT - -

secretary is-to be notified and in-
formed throughout. -~ -

The only action mentioned is
that “‘as in the case’ of' porno-
graphic or other undesirable mat-

. erial, a head teacher would con-

fiscate and dispase of any bvertly
racist- material found in a-pupil’s
possession’’. Hardly a sure way
to.change a pupil’s views! L
* “In Newham, ‘members .of the
Socialist Teachers’ Group have

condemned these guidelines as

““a contemptitle recipe for in-

. action”’, and have requisitioned a

special ‘Newham 'NUT ‘branch

- meeting to discuss a resolution

along the following lines: :
B Full support for-self-organis-
ation of school students;
M Labour movement pickets of
schools where ‘the- fascists are

_holding meetings;.-

- M NUT members to act immed-

iately to prevent distribution of

fascist literature at school gates;
W Setting up a labour move-

 ment. anti-tascist committee in-

Newham. .
‘Meanwhile the ‘Times Educ-

‘ational “Supplement’ (24th Feb-

ruary) has carried the folowing

report: :
‘““National Front supporters
beata hasty retreat from the gates
of an tpswich school on Tuesday
of angry pupils. - U
two Front supporters tried to give
out leaflets at Chantre

ature-was torn from their hands.

Afterwards pupiis discussed their -~
actions with their teachers. Qne- "
said: ‘it is clear we want'no nazis

edhdidént soslupiacadihen

school, =~
They were spat on and their liter- ~
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- ‘and prosecution: Oxf

WHEN THE T&GWU bur-’

- eaucrats set out to victimise

" the leading militants at the

"+ Cowley car factoryy the same -
~ committee was. jury, or‘jfldge,' .

ord dis-
trict Finance and General
Purposes sub-committee. -

- And now- that same com:.
‘mitteé turns out to be part"

of the court of appeal! The

regional officials have been
. visiting Oxford this' Monday -
-and Tuesday (27th-28th) to

consider .the case, and the

-Bob ' Fryer, .

. diStrict,F&GP members were

there, sitting alongside them
and helping them grill the 11
trade unionists accused of
disruptive activity.

Among the accused are
newly-elected
Assembly - Plant convenor,:

"Tom White [deputy conven-
- or], Frank Corti [deputy con-

venor and secretary of the
5/293 branch of the T&G

‘at Cowley], and Alan Thern-

ett [recently elected deputy

‘convenor, “but refused re-

cognition »
- agement]. The district F&GP
wants . Thornett '
_from the union. |

movement. .

by Leyland man-
expelled

The proceedings are an

outrageous kangaroo court!
Frank Corti — wrongly, -in
our view — tried to chall-
enge them in the High Court
on 27th February. Predict-
ably, nothing good came of
this attempt to use the boss-

es” courts as a tribunal of
appeal for the labour

Penguin workers fight on

desi secret s

rise in-the Retall Price index,
were offered an overall in-
crease of 3%2% — giving some

members exactly 9%2p a week -

‘rise. - . .
- After imposing sanctions at
work for 2% months; the
chapel finally struck on 20th

; January. :

the .most profitable in. the in:
ot to smash-the.
} n. Along with this realls-
- ation;~ the: unity: and “deisr-- - _ offy
- mination ¢f - the .chapel has -
grown. But after six weeks on -
strike they face the‘danger-of -

As the dispite drags on, It

become clear 10.the chapel
that.the company ie ot
‘dustry°—lIs
union,

belng - starved back to work:

" As a result -of this pressure -
- they have already started to
look to ACAS for awayout. = .
Meanwhile at Penguin an-
other ‘wages -battle Is under-
way. Both the 60-member NUJ -

chapel and the 180-strong

ASTMS vgrou"p ---submitted- -

Sacked electricians

recruitment

'Eive workers were killed in
a fire on :a North: Sea oil rig

|ast weekend. Yet Mather and-

 Platt are. currently trying to

recruit scabs to work on their
contracts for installing fire
alarms on the oll rigs.

“They have -sacked the 100

electricians they had working

on the rigs, for taking indust-’

“rial‘action. . Lo
The dispute started after
management. refused" to" con-
sider the ¢lectriciansg’. claim
for -an “agreement to include
. £1500 severance pay at the
end of the ~contract. The

~_EETPU. told the - electricians
they would just have to wait; .
so_on 20th January the elect-

Arigs.. )
On 25th January the EETPU
Instructed _them _to return
_to work. They .refused. On
.'18th: January 30 electricians

" were sacked, and they were

flown -off _on 2nd February.
The . senior

EETPU national  officer

; . ‘products.  Already Mat

“shop . steward -
- was sacked on 7th February,. .
and.the rest were sacked later.

Les Britt's reaction . was:
it serves you right, you're
on your own’’.

The electricians are picket-
ing Aberdeen docks and air-
port, and Mather and Platt’s
‘Park works - in- Manchester.
Thelir demands are to get their
jobs back and to get the sever-
ance pay agreement.

" They have -also picketed

.'the Muanchester area office

of the EETPU, - demanding
official union support. In re-

turn EETPU ofticlals in-the.
* North East have.warned th

_that - anyone "attending un-
official meetings may b_e fined.

'The electricians are trying

h
Platt” have = put - recruiting
advertisements in - London,
Liverpool, and = Manchester
papers. . -

Donations  and messages

" of support should be -sent

to Vancent Foy, 12 Moorlands
Jarrow,
(Tel: Boldon 4417).

~ JOHN DOUGLAS

GIOf |

“syatem af perso
. whersby every in

ivity'deal’.

~*g’$‘f.‘ t RE
er &

Tyne- & ~ Wear. . " creasingly certain.

T

faet November for wage .

government wage limits; ‘the

iwo unions “combined  their ’
~claims ‘a month_ago and.re-
' _solved .at ‘a- mass megtirig- to-
- -“take sporadic ‘action jointly in -

_pursult of the claim,

_ A sudden and highly effect-

~Ive one-day strike followed on -

8th February. - :
~ But the very next
ASTMS leaders, inclyding the
steward ,-a member of the

Soclalist Workers’ Party, uni-

laterally ‘called. off sanctions
.and agreed to  hold ‘informal
talks” — from which the: NUJ
“w@re_excluded — with: man-
agemant in a nearby hotel.

Out 'of these talks came the

tion”  tha manage- -
ffer might be increas-
‘result of a ‘product-

The NUJ chapel, faced with

this betrayal, rejected what -

amounted to a suggestion that

" they should sell jobs for the

promise of a few more pence.
ASTMS members, when they
were finally consulted, were
thrown into confusion at what
had happened. Lacking a clear

" alternative — since all their

leaders

established were

. implicated ‘in the secret deal

— they voted to continue with:
unilateral negotiations and not
to reimpose sanctions.

But on Tuesday 28th, in a
surprise . about-turn, they
voted by the narrowest of maj-
orities to reject the com y’s

it ".%W tit
‘must be ratifie
end of the week.

In the meantime, the NUJ
have stepped up . their own

" “ganctions, and are currently

blacking almost 100 books. As
the ‘sanctions begin to bite,
open confrontation’ seems in-

JAMES RYAN

district-

PER N Y

o ¥3 ’ 5 ; :W
&G rank afid fite will stop
this frame-up. -Every -activ-

day

The judge ‘noted: ;;hatfthi‘e
Istr committee *~ “had
“muddied the waters” by

-taking improper action. But:

“ don’t ‘accept that charges
brought by the district com-
mittee will have any influ-
ence on the regional com-
mittee’’. S

ot

ist in the T&G must back the
accused militants; and that
should include the Commun-
ist Party and the Socialist .
Workers’ Party, neither of

“which has yet taken up the.

case in their-paper. -
Moves are being made. to
organise a defence committ--

ee based on T&G branches -

and shop stewards’ com-
mittees. The T&G branch at-
Ford Langley has already

declared opposition to the

victimisations. All - resolut-
fons and messages of

- support- should be sent to:.

‘Frank ~ Corti . [secretary,

5/293 branch], 4 Queens

_ Close, Botley, O'qurd.

)

“reafl bones‘,-.NUR‘

strike was called off at the:last
minute. But was all the ténsion
and ' cliff-hanging '

sideshow? . . -

of 63% . increase

The NUR has & pay target -

uctivity money.: Yet: the loud
militant talk for the unfon lead-
ers is il centred round a small .
bonus payable to a small minor- . -

ityof trainguards. ..~ " ¢

. Instead of standing up to the
b " . e N
retary = -,

clared: “My union. wi not be. .
kicked around hy..a"cabful of .-

"engine drivers®’. .

 Speke
| trom frontpage

_unemployment -

hds to be’.
he coming

ahd file is vital.

united resistance.. . i
~So the Speke.

up.

 Leyland

benefit  to

' ?r_;iyt‘:;e bmss ~meetings:in -
Wherehy OVeTY i o ton of - | 17weeks, but now maximum .
previously got 4% on-top of | irolvement of all the rank
- Otherwise the Speke work-
-ers will be prey to any insid- -
jous tactics management can
| dewse: One obvious possib-
ility is that they will try to get
gamicular sections of work-
ers to take their redundancy
money - and go early, thus
- sabotaging the chance - of-

workers
have to decide to fight — and
that can only mean occupy- |
ing the plant — soon, or
never. It-is also vital -that
‘rank and file links should be
established between Speke
and other Leyland plants.
For Speke is only. the beginn-
ing of the Edwardes carve-

oL,

Small ads are free for labour move-
ment events, Paid ads (including

“... bomuses «— with one exception
...for "drivers doing. Jommey:
over S

7 at the stations,
* are. supposed

Hoa " PEasors,
d. again.at the -

i,
e

{NUJ FoC, Penguin]

BRMe "Biritaania’ Yor e (Gavwers

“ads for publications) 8p per word,

£5 per column inch — payment in
advance. Send copy to Evests, 49
Carnac St, London SE27, to arrive:

_ by Friday for inclusion in the follow- ..

ing week’s paper.

FRIDAY 3 MARCH. Broadside .

Steak House Strikers. 1.30pm at the
TGWU. district hall, 203-209 North
Gower St, near Euston. Adm. 50p.

Other contributions to the Garners.
“strike fund can be- sent to Garmers.. .

Steah - House Strike Fumd, c/o

TGWU, room 84, 12-13 Hewrietta St,

London WC2.

Fhe roots of the dispute g0 -
back to the 1974 rail, agree- -
consolidated . all

ment, which

bonuses paid by - British ‘Rall
into the basic wage. Since then:

there have been no special

)0 miles.
However, on some rural lines
there dre mo  ticket . office

objected to doing this‘extrawork™ -
. 'without - receiving -~ any extrn”
" money forit.: . T

|+ four years, fares have nof been . -
: ".‘ : QoueQ.gﬁd. e e il
Weighall n
then he wotld
union nﬂ&mmﬁuw going
on, the NUR was qulety negot-.
* “lating with British Rall on mann-~

Ing cuts. and. productivity in--
-creases — and both unions were

Geing precisely nothing to galn
a dogceht pay rise for all” rail-

TUC General Secretary Len
Murray and Transport. Minlster -
_ Willlam Rodgers worked .out: -

a proposal for ASLEF to call off

" its strike ‘In return for an In-°

quiry, - chaired by - Lord

McCarthy, on whether the pay- - - '

. train guards’ increase was legit-
imately negotiated. -

~The wunion leaders’ ub:e- .

rattling can only serve to divert
raflworkers® militancy into use-
less and *divisive squahbles,

as a way of avelding a fight

against the 10% Timit.

8pm at 36 St Alphonsus Rd, London - -

SW4, Tube: Clapham Common.
Admission 50p.

SATURDAY 4 MARCH. Lisisofi™ =

Committee for .the Defence -of

Trade Unions conference. tism to
3pm', Beaver Hall, Garlick Hill, Lon- ~ -
don EC4. Credentials. for trade un-""
ion delegates 75p from J.Hiles, 137 .

Wanstead Park Rd, Tiford, Essex.
WEDNESDAY 8 MARCH. Workers”.
Py..owern “b}k ‘.‘ ».‘ l : ; X . -

THURSDAY

. Londén Teachers against ‘Racism

SATURDAY 4 MAKCH. Fund rais-

ing social to pay off debts of the rank
and file paper ‘Building Worker’
and enable us to print the next one.

and Fascism’ rally. 5.45pm at Cen-
tral Hall, Westminster. Adm. 50p. -

- ‘TROTSKYIST Faction splits from
the WSL” - documents: In Defence of

the Revolutionary Programme’ av-
ailable from 35 Lennox St, Birming-
ham, for 20p p&p. +

- UPNE'MARCH tat'trafn defyers’

FRERRCTROTECN JS S iy il e i e

~

16 MARCH. ‘Al

S SRR




